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‘ - Seventy sticks of dynamite j 
and - 17 . guns were discov-.j 
ered Mondaydiiring a search J 
of the Pacific Heights man-'; 
sin o f the late William Er-'^ 
ness Thoresen III, Federal* 
agents revealed here yester- 

- •: V j -I 

^ Thoresen, 33,! was found, 
shot to death in his Fresno j 
home last Wednesday, His 
wife, Louise, 34, has pleaded! 
not guilty to a<iharge of mur- 1 
der filed against her in the 
San Joaquin Valley city. . 

An official of the Alcohol, | 
Tobacco and Firearms Unit 
of the Internal Revenue Serv- 
ice said it received informa- ! 
tion there might be a weap-| 
ons • cache in the Pacific' 
Heights dwelling on Broad- , 
way. Permission was obtain-) 
ed from Mrs. . Thoresen to.l 
make a search. ; -m. 

A large store of weapons > 
was also found in the Fresno 
vhome.;^'"';.:- \ . 

; In 1967, authorities raided/ 
the Broadway home and sev- 
eral East Bay warehouses 
and confiscated 77. tons of 
fireai'ms belonging to Thore- 
^sen. HeVas later convicted 
;of Federal charges. f/ 


; V; The wife oLsAV ill i a m hlisband^v'^teifse ^ and-. 
I Thoresen-III, the eccentric, 
r gun-collecting; millionaire^ 

. ran . to a neighbor’s house 
r • the morning of June 10 and 
r. screamed, “I just shot Wil-' 

■ liam,” the neighbor t’esti- 
4- fied yesterday^ 



And .the neighbor, attorney 
William J. McDermott, re- 
called that Louise Thoresen 
said, “He tried to kill me last 
night. He choked me. He 
tried to force me to swallow 
'a bottle of Seconal (sleeping) 
pills.” 3 . 

I McDermott, who testified 
at' a Municipal Court prelimi- 
nary hearing to determine if 
Mrs. Thoresen should stand 
trial in . Superior Court for 
murder, ^ said she told him 
she “couldn’t stand it !any- 

lo^ger.’^ . V 

The attorney said he visit-- 
?ed the couple the night- be- ■ 


' on. • edge . /t 
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V vMcpermbtji ,paid ,Mrs* , Thd- 
resen. ;w h ig,p ered that she 
Wanted to, talk to him ’the 
next day. He said she.iold 
I himti.- V • ‘PvV j lb ; I - { ' ; i 

' '^'‘The' last' two’ days ‘ have ' 
been living hell.” ;;.;; • 

McDermott said he noticed 
that Mrs. JT h o r e.s e n ’s left 
arm was swollen and her 
knee bruised and he said he 
believed that Thoresen had 
beaten his wife several times 
before he was shot to death 
with one of his own guns. , , 


-sen’s J)ack^and that the abra- r 1968, when- Federal ' agents 
sions on: his’ knuckles and his j raided tvhis . Pacific ^Heights 
hand could havecomev‘Trom ‘ mansion > and discovered tons 
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^Another Witness, a patholo- 
gist who examined Tiiore* 
sen^s .body, said the million- 
aire’s knuckles were’bruised 
:;~i:pbssibly' from hitting 
'. someone — and that there 
iWere fresh; needle; mafks/on 
;nri : arm’ ,and.a leg. • 

Dr/Johri R. Miller. said five 


a . blow being ,struck.”f5>'n l- 

r- i • •-'' Vfi ‘V r; f .'y' 

•' Following her 'arrest here; 
Mrs. Thorenseri was found to 
be suffering “from a punc- 
tured eardrum and, bruises 
about her chest. . r ■ : 

bruises ‘ti’ 

” She has pleaded not guilty 
to murder charges * and re- 
mains in jail on murder and 
drug charges, stemming out 
of the discovery after the 
killing of some 50 pounds of 
m a r i j u a n a . at the family 
home. 


w -faa K. Miller.said flve 

shooting andjiqtthq iritoThofe- 


Dr. Miller said his exami 
nation of the millionaire’s 
body showed needle marks 
on his right arm and. one 
puncture on the ankle.’ The 
marks were ho more than 24 
hours old, the coroner’s path-, 
ologist testified. ; - .. v .. 

Thoresen, son of a promi- 
nent Chicago steel manufac- 
turer, first came; into prom-: 
inence -in ;.San /J^ancisco in 


of, munitions^^ 
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Convicted in Federal court 
of unlawful possession of au- 
tomatic weapons, the couple’s 
conviction was sent back for' 
review by a higher court ohfe 
day before the shooting/^y^ 

The couple had been mar- 
ried ten yeai’s and had a son, 
,8-year-old Michael. Mrs. Thoi’ 
resen had earlier filed for di- 
vorce but the couple was said- 
to be reconciled pirior^ to 
Thoresen’s death. ; ^ 

In addition to his gun trou- 
bles, Thoresen had also been < 
convicted of theft. He had as^ 
saulted two women on sepa-; 
rate .occasions and had been^' 
accused : of setting off dyna*:^ 
mite J near 'a Tucson; ArizVi- 
radio station. He was arrest-?;' 
ed several years ago in San 
Francisco on charges of . un .' 
lawfully ^T)ossessing danger- 
ous „drugs:.; Ms-':. 
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